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Public Hearing on Japanese Beetle Quarantine 


A public hearing to consider the advisability of extending 
the Japanese beetle quarantine to the States of Massachusetts 
and Virginia, and of making its provisions applicable to infesta- 
tions of certain other Asiatic beetles, has been announced by the 
U. 8. Department of Agriculture. It is to be held before the 
Plant Quarantine and Control Administration and the Federal 
Plant Quarantine Board in the offices of the Administration, 
1729 New York Avenue, Washington, D. C., at 10 a. m., Septem- 
ber 24, 1928. 


Surveys during the present summer have resulted in find- 
ing considerable numbers of Japanese beetles at two points in 
Springfield, Mass., and at several rather widely scattered loca- 
tions in the city of Alexandria, Va., and its suburbs. It appears 
necessary, therefore, to extend the quarantine to include these 
points and such adjoining territory as may be necessary in the 
States concerned. At the same time consideration will be given 
to the extension of the regulated area in Connecticut, where 
specimens of the insect have been found at New Haven, Hart- 
ford and New London; in Delaware, where Sussex and Kent 
Counties are now involved in infestations; and in Pennsylvania, 
where similar finds have been made at Lewistown, Maryville 
and Sayre. 

The department, in October, 1927, following the public 
hearing held October 6, 1927, announced that action had been 
deferred with respect to certain outlying points of possible es- 
tablishment of the beetle in the States of Maryland, Delaware 
and Pennsylvania and in the District of Columbia, in order to 
give those States and the District an opportunity to demonstrate 
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the possibility of the eradication of such, for the most part, in- 
cipient infestations. The reappearance of the beetle during the 
summer of 1928 at certain of the points discussed at that time, 
necessitates renewed consideration of the extension of the regu- 
lated area to cover those locations as well as other apparently 
new infestations in Frederick, Hagerstown, and Delmar, Md. 


Navy Department Asks Bids on Prunes 


The Navy Department is asking for bids, to be opened Oc- 
tober 9, on canned prunes, 44,000 pounds for delivery at Boston, 
62,000 pounds at Brooklyn, 20,000 pounds at Philadelphia, 105,- 
000 pounds at Hampton Roads, 123,000 pounds at Mare Island, 
and 108,000 pounds at Bremerton. Copies of schedule 9671 on 
which to submit bids may be obtained from the Bureau of Sup- 
plies and Accounts, Navy Department, Washington, D. C. 


September Crop Report 

The crops of apples, peaches and pears in 1928, as estimated 
by the Crop Reporting Board of the Department of Agriculture 
on September 10, are as follows: 


Average Matimated 


1922-26 1927 
Apples Kushels Bushels Bushels 
Total crop ...... . 199,000,000 122,000,000 179,000,000 
Commercial crop... 33,700,000 25,900,000 33,100,000 
Peaches, total crop . 14,900,000 45,500 000 66,800,000 
Pears, total crop ....... 20,700,000 18,100,000 22,800,000 


The condition of certain California crops on September 1, 
as compared with the previous year and the five-year average, 
was reported as follows: 


Sept. 1 


10-yr. aver. 1927 1928 

Per cent Per cent Per cent 
Apricots. 76.1 77 57 
Plums .. sO 


per cent below the average production during the last 5 years. 
Prospects have declined slightly since a month ago. Conditions 
as of September 1 forecast a crop of 15,809,000 bushels, com- 
pared with 16,832,000 bushels forecast on August 1. Moderate 
increases are shown in California, New Mexico and New York, 
but decreases in most other states. The Michigan crop suffered 
much damage from excessive rains followed by a severe heat 
wave. Some acreage in this State will be a total loss. Beans in 
Colorado suffered severely from drought and hail. 


Sept. 1 Sept. 1 
Prunes 74.3 N6 74 
62.1 77 67 
Lima beans ...... 71.5 81 82 
The production of dry edible beans, as now forecast, is 3 7 
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Cabbage for Kraut: Zstimated acreage, and forecast of 
production for 1928, with 


comparisonse 
Production 
State Forecast 

Acres Acres Acres Tons Tons Tons 
Colorado 100 210 90. 1,600 3,000 1,200 
Illinois 360 360 360 2,900 4,000 3,100 
Indiana 1,000 360 730 8,000 3,200 6,200 
Michigen 1,500 1,530 1,620 15,000 13,800 1E,600 
Minnesota 420 430 430 4,400 5,2 4,800 
New York 3,000 3,960 4,120 37,800 63,400 38,700 
Ghio 1,850 2,590 2,250 20,400 33,700 22,700 
Washington 380 260 250 2,800 2,600 2,2 
Wisconsin 1,790 2,090 2,510 16,100 20,190 28,100 
Other States _ 22760 | __1,.920 2,110 14,100 15,700. 13,000 
Total 12,160 13,710 14,480 124,100 164,700 141,600 


Sweet com™n for Manufacture: Revised screage, ond fore- 
cast of production for 1920 compared with 1927. 


creas Production 
Re- . Fovecast 
State vised August 1, eptember 1, 
1927 1928 1927 1928 1928 
Acres | Actes Tons Tons | ‘Tons 
Delawere 3,500 4,060 8,400 8,500 6,100 
Illincis 40,650 | 54,380 81,500 _ 142,700 137,200 
Indiana 17,010 | 27,390 23,8C0 68,500 60,300 
Iowa 26,750 | 39,860 61,500 111,600 105,600 
Maryland 27,500 | 30,800 49,500 77,000 49,300 
Meine 8,260 | 12,090 23,100 35, 100 36,300 
Michigan 9,400 | 6,930. - 14,100 19,600 17,900 
Minnesota 18,500 25,540 32,300 63,400 63,400 
Nebraska 4,600 | 5,470 11,500 15,300 12,000 
New Hempshire 780 1,290 1,800 3,100 5,100 
New York 20,290 | 27,000 32,500 62,100 54,000 
Ohio 18,730 | 27,910 30,000 _ - 58,600 50,200 
Pennsylvania 2,800 | 3,640 3,600 8,000 5,800 
Vermont 1,870 | 2,470 4,100 6,200 5,900 
Wisconsin 10,410 | 14,780 13,500 35,500 34,000 
Othe Stetes 4,380 | 5,300 7,000 14,800 12,700 
Total 215,430 | 291,210 399, 000 730,000 651,800 


Cabbage for Kraut: Zstimated acreage, and forecast of 
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Large Increase Forecast in Cucumbers for Pickles 


The production of cucumbers for pickles is forecast by the 
U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics at 5,139,000 bushels. 
This estimate is based on a reported acreage of 75,840 and an 
indicated yield of 68 bushels per acre. The production in 1927 
from 51,000 acres was 2,334,000 bushels, or 46 bushels per acre, 
while in 1926 the yield was 3,668,000 bushels from 69,740 acres. 


Weather and Crops 


A continuation of heavy rain the first part of the week end- 
ing September 11, over an area comprising the States from New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania southward to Georgia and Florida, was 
very unfavorable for agricultural interests in most localities, ac- 
cording to the U. S. Weather Bureau. Farm work was greatly 
delayed and crops damaged, especially on lowlands, but the lat- 
ter part of the week was warm, dry, and sunshiny, which made 
a marked improvement in weather conditions in that area. Else- 
where it was mostly favorable for seasonal outdoor operations, 
and generally so for maturing crops, which are now mostly well 
along. Corn, especially, made rapid maturity, and much of the 


crop is now safe from frost in the principal producing sections. 


Truck Crop Markets 


Carlot shipments of leading fruits and vegetables, as a 
group, show about the usual seasonal increases and the combined 
weekly movement this month has been larger than a year ago, 
according to the U. 8S. Market News Service report for the week 
ending September 8. 

Pears have been selling at fairly steady prices but the posi- 
tion of this fruit is strengthened by the rising trend of prices 
in northwesterp producing sections. 

Peaches are reported in lighter supply in eastern cities but 
rather liberal in middle western markets. Demand has been 
variable and prices irregular. 

The far western fruit shipping season has been hastened by 
warm, dry weather and a tendency to small sizes is noticed in 
some varieties of peaches, pears and apples. Utah peaches ma- 
tured rapidly this season and the shipping period is short but 
active although probably reaching its height before the middle 
of this montii. 

Recent changes in the crop outlook as shown in the report 
issued September 10 are of comparatively slight importance, so 
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far as concerned the fruit and vegetable list. Potatoes and sweet 
potatoes gained a little. There is a cut in California grapes and 
Florida citrus fruit but on the whole the principal crops are 
turning out about as indicated by earlier reports. 


Potatoes are still in critical position with considerable blight 
reported but the damage so far not so severe as was feared. 
The reported increase of about 7,000,000 bushels would place 
the crop still farther in the lead as a record breaker. 


A slight improvement in the sweet potato crop during Aug- 
ust brings the expected production about a half million bushels 
above the five-year average but still 12,000,000 below last sea- 
son's crop. 

Apple prospects fell off slightly in the Northwest during 
August, partly because of effect of heat on the size of the fruit. 
The crop in the northeastern States and the Great Lakes region 
also makes a poorer showing and there is complaint of scab. 
There is some improvement in southern apple sections and for 
the commercial crop considered together, the estimate is nearly 
unchanged at 33,122,000 barrels. A relative shortage of eastern 
winter varieties is expected. 

Recent changes in the estimates of peaches and pears are of 
little importance. There was a notable reduction of 211,000 
tons in the California grape estimate, the result of hot weather 
and shortage of water. This change brings the crop a little be- 
low that of last season, but including 476,000 tons of juice grapes, 
the largest crop in 14 years in this class. 

Losses in Florida orange and grape fruit resulted from 
weather conditions, but both crops promise to be larger than last 
season. California reports indicate excellent crops of oranges 
and lemons, but a considerable reduction in apricots, prunes and 
walnuts as compared with last season. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 

Sept. Aug. 26 Sept. Totalthis Total last Total 

Sept. 1 4-10 season to seasonto last 
Commodity 1928 1928 1927 Sept. Sept. 8 season 
1,753 1,448 1,839 9,754 8,226 93,165 
611 420 3,746 1,940 48,673 
ee 1,142 1,028 1,460 6,008 6,286 44,492 
701 19,636 18,147 39,040 
67 (a) 5,463 (a) 6,646 
Ee 115 6s 108 248 274 9,067 
ove a4 4,494 3,865 4,149 
Mixed deciduous fruits 4a1 608 299 6,292 4,324 6,407 
Mixed vegetables ....... 628 636 763 25,602 26,628 36,045 
aa 3,920 5,422 8,940 51,749 36,982 41,653 
1,973 1,806 1,337 14,717 11,343 18,712 
a4 39 2,797 2,060 2,824 
Plums and prunes ..... 622 5h8 259 5,314 4,242 5,983 
String beans ........++. 8 7 5, 5,509 6,481 
71 570 777 23,817 24,400 32,032 


(a) Unavailable 
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Business Conditions 

Measured by the volume of check payments, business dur- 
ing the week ended September 8 was greater than in either the 
previous week or the corresponding period of 1927, according 
to the weekly statement of the Department of Commerce. The 
general wholesale price index averaged lower than in the previ- 
ous week but was on a higher level than in the corresponding 
period of last year. Prices of stocks listed on the New York 
Stock Exchange averaged higher than in either prior period, 
while bond prices, although higher than in the previous week, 
were lower than a year ago. Loans to brokers and dealers by 
Federal reserve member banks in New York City were larger 
than in the previous week. interest rates on cail funds aver- 
aged higher than in either the previous week or the correspond- 
ing period of 1927. ‘lime-money rates, showing no change from 
the previous week, were aiso higher than a year ago. Business 
failures were less numerous than in either the previous week 
or the same period of 1927. 


CAR LOADINGS 


Period Total Miscellaneous Other 
Week ended Beptember 1 ... 1,116,048 263,587 408,095 
Preceding week 1,080,840 257,243 398,970 
Corresponding week, 192; .... 1,117,360 427,616 267,276 422,469 
Corresponding week, 1926 .... 1,143,448 431,920 266,691 444,337 


Merchandise 


Retail Trade in August 

Sales of 419 department stores reporting to the Federal Re- 
serve System were about 5 per cent smaller in August than in 
the corresponding month a year ago. In August of last year, 
however, retail trade was stimulated by unseasonable weather 
and sales were unusually large for that month. Sales of mail 
order houses were 22 per cent larger than in August of last year 
and those of five-and-ten cent chain stores were 5 per cent 
larger. These firms, however, are constantly opening new re- 
tail outlets and the growth in total sales reflects the increase 
in the number of stores operated as well as changes in the vol- 
ume of business. 


Price Trends of Canned Foods 


The average wholesale and retail prices of specified canned 
- foods as compiled by the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics are 
given in the following tables. The purpose of these averages is 
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to show trends and they cannot properly be used to estimate 
margins between wholesale and retail prices: 


AVERAGE WHOLESALE PRICES 


July, 1927 June, 1928 July, 1928 

Salmon,, Alaska red, per doz., factory 
Peaches, 2%'s per doz., New York .. 
Pineapples, 24's, per doz., New York 
String beans, per doz., New York 
Corn, 2's per doz., factory 
Peas, per doz., New York Se 
Tomatoes, 3's, per doz., New York 
Milk, condensed, per case, New York 
Milk, evaporated, per case, New York 

AVERAGE RETAIL PRICES ON JULY 15 


1923 1924 1926 1926 1927 1298 
Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents 
Salmon, red, per pound .... 31.1 


Milk, evaporated,15/16 oz.can 12.2 
Beans, baked, 2's, per can .. ” 
Corn, 2's, per can 
Peas, 2's, per can 
Tomatoes, 2's, per can 
Corn Borer Conference 

A conference for the benefit of those interested in the gen- 
eral situation relative to the European corn borer will be held 
September 27 and 28 at Toledo, Ohio. This conference will be 
very similar to the conferences which have been held about this 
time of year for the past three seasons. 

September 27 will be spent at the European corn borer de- 
velorment farm about ten miles east of Toledo, Ohio, and at the 
Ohio State plots, also visiting any fields in this vicinity where 
infestation of the European corn borer may be serious. 

September 28 will be spent at the laboratories of the State 
of Michigan and Federal Government at Monroe, Michigan, dur- 
ing the forenoon, and return to Toledo for a general conference 
in the afternoon. 


Frozen and Preserved Fruits in Cold Storage 


Cold storage holdings of frozen and preserved fruits on Sep- 
tember 1 were 79,206,000 pounds, according to the U. S. Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics. On the same date last year the hold- 
ings were 64,838,000 pounds. 


Grocery Industry Trade Practice Conference 
The grocery industry of the United States, it is announced 
by the Federal Trade Commission, will consider unfair commer- 
cial practices prevalent in the industry at a trade practice con- 
ference to be held under auspices of the Commission in Chicago, 
October 24. 
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Representatives of the several branches have already formed 
a committee to lay the ground work for the conference. They 
met recently in New York. Each group agreed to prepare reso- 
lutions covering the unfair practices in its own branch. Such 
resolutions will be forwarded to the Commission by September 
15 and the entire set of resolutions will be circulated among all 
the branches. Then another committee meeting will be held 
October 1 in New York at which efforts will be made to incor- 
porate the several resolutions into one group applying generally 
to the industry. This program will then be submitted to the 
conference. 


While the conference is not to be primarily a trade associa- 
tion matter the committee of representatives of the various 
branches of the industry is made up of two members of each as- 
sociation, one an attorney familiar with the troubles of the par- 
ticular branch he represents, the other an expert on commer- 
cial matters. In addition, each association has the privilege of 
retaining one or more members of its own organization on the 
committee in an advisory capacity. 


The associations and those who are representing them on 
the committee are as follows: James True and Nelson B. Gas- 
kill, Washington, American Wholesale Grocers Association; Ar- 
jay Davies, Easton, Pa., and Arthur Spencer, New York, Na- 
tional Wholesale Grocers Association; Charles Wesley Dunn and 
Clarence Francis, New York, American Grocery Specialty Manu- 
facturers Association; C. H. Janssen, St. Paul, and Charles 
Wesley Dunn, National Association of Retail Grocers; Alfred 
H. Beckmann and Clark McKercher, New York, National Chain 
Store Grocers Association; Sidney Ballou, New York, executive 
secretary, The Sugar Institute, Inc. (one member only); M. J. 
Bloch and Harry C. Faulkner, National Food Brokers Associa- 
tion. 


Among subjects of interest to the grocery industry that 
have come to the Commission's attention and which may be con- 
sidered at the conference, are misrepresentation and secret re- 
hates, unfairness of different types of so-called “free deals,” 
commercial bribery, misleading advertising, lottery schemes, 
fraudulent manufacture and distribution, wasteful practices, 
discriminatory prices, and phases of resale price maintenance. 


Commissioner C. W. Hunt will represent the Commission at 
the conference and will be assisted by M. Markham Flannery, 
director of trade practice conferences. 
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National Candy Distribution Survey Placed on Permanent Basis 


The national survey of confectionery distribution in the 
United States in 1925-26, recently completed by the Confection- 
ery Section of the Department of Commerce, is to be repeated 
for 1927 and succeeding years, at the request of the National 
Confectioners Association. In addition, the Confectionery Sec- 
tion will undertake the collection and compilation of monthly 
statistics of net sales for specified geographical areas and for 
the country as a whole. The procedure will be to select from 
the mailing list for the annual survey a group of representative 
manufacturers scattered throughout the country whose produc- 
tion aggregates between 85 and 95 per cent of the country’s 
total candy output, and secure their agreement to cooperate regu- 
larly. A return post card will be used in collecting these figures, 
bearing only the serial number assigned the manufacturer by 
the Department of Commerce and neither his name nor address. 
Even the word “candy” will not appear on the return post card, 
which will be meaningless except to members of the survey staff 
in Washington, thus obviating possible objection to furnishing 
the information on a post card sent through the open mails. It 
is anticipated by the National Confectioners Association that 
the new monthly service will be of considerable advantage to 
the trade. 


Foreign Trade Notes 


The following items are from the weekly circular issued by 
the Foodstuffs Division of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce: 

Import duty on salmon reduced in Greece.—The Greek mini- 
mum import duty on salmon has been reduced from 20 to 15 
metallic drachmas per 100 kilos (approximately $1.75 to $1.30 
per 100 pounds), as a result of a reclassification provided for by 
the recent law reducing import duties on lobsters, sardines, and 
dried, salted, or smoked fish, according to a report from the 
American commercial attache at Athens. Minimum rates apply 
to United States goods. 

German asparagus market continues strong.—The German 
market for asparagus is continuing very strong, according to 
word received from the acting American commercial attache 
at Berlin. In view of the failure of last year's crop, together 
with the fact that all of this year's white asparagus is reported 
to be sold, leaving available for that market only green aspara- 
gus, a further rise in prices for canned asparagus in Germany 
is expected. 


